6th Grade Band Karate!

6th Grade Band Karate is a list of requirements divided into 9 levels and labeled as Karate Belts.  The playing exercises are taken from method book examples and handouts and are to be played off for the director with absolutely no mistakes.  If a mistake is make, the requirement must be replayed (with no mistakes!) at a later time.  Mistakes include: bad tone quality, incorrect instrument position, bad posture, wrong notes, wrong rhythms, key signature mistakes, unsteady tempos, hesitations and stopping.  This makes it more difficult to check off requirements, however it establishes a goal of “perfection” each time the students pick up his/her instrument.  Once a student completes each level, he/she will earn a “belt” (colored yarn or ribbon) to be tied to their instrument case.  Check off sign ups will be posted on the side bulletin board.  Students must sign up at least 1 day before their check off to ensure enough time is allotted. 

The student should keep track of his/her own individual progress and may not move on to a new rank until completing the current rank.  Each student will be given a check off sheet to help keep track of their check offs.  Requirements within a rank may be played off in any order.  The director will keep track of each student’s progress.  Each grading period, grades are based on in-class participation, concerts, and the student’s progress through the 6th GRADE BAND KARATE system.

White Belt

Demonstrate proper instrument assembly and care.

Brass

Produce a steady sustained buzz on the mouthpiece

Demonstrate the siren on the mouthpiece

Demonstrate proper posture and hand position

Woodwinds

Flute – (head joint only) – produce four tones through changes in embouchure and aire direction (cover head joint for two of the tones).
Clarinet – (mouthpiece and barrel) – produce a sustained F#

Saxophone – (mouthpiece and neck) – produce a sustained G#
Percussion

Demonstrate the correct technique for holding mallets and snare sticks

Demonstrate the proper wrist motion/stroke for playing a note on mallet and snare

Worksheet:  Note Names Exercises #1 & 2

Yellow Belt

Demonstrate proper embouchure, posture, hand position and characteristic tone on your instrument by performing the following pitches:
Flute - Bb, C, D, Eb, F, G

Clarinet – C, D, E, F, G, A

Saxophone – G, A, B, C, D, E

Trumpet – C, D, E, F, G, A

French Horn – F, G, A, Bb, C, D

Trombone – Bb, C, D, Eb, F, G

Mallets – C, D, Eb, F, G, Bb

Count the YELLOW BELT rhythm out loud

Worksheet:  Note Names Exercise #3

Orange Belt

Demonstrate proper embouchure, posture, hand position and characteristic tone on your instrument by performing the following songs with no mistakes:

#23 Merrily We Roll Along p. 9 (mallet)


#29 Serenity p. 10 (mallet)

Count the ORANGE BELT rhythm out loud

Worksheet:  Note Names Exercise #4

Red Belt

Demonstrate proper embouchure, posture, hand position and characteristic tone on your instrument by performing the following songs with no mistakes:

#34 Frog Song p. 10 (mallet)


#40 San Sereni p. 11 (mallet)

Count the RED BELT rhythm out loud

Worksheet:  Note Names Exercise #5
Green Belt

Demonstrate proper embouchure, posture, hand position and characteristic tone on your instrument by performing the following songs with no mistakes


#83 Concert Bb Scale (1st 5 measures) – (mallets)


#46 Processional Dance p. 14 (snare – see p.8 for Buzz or multi-bounce roll)


#54 Rio Con Brio p. 15 (snare – see p. 10 Private Lesson and p. 38 for Flams)

Count the GREEN BELT rhythm out loud

Blue Belt
Demonstrate proper embouchure, posture, hand position and characteristic tone on your instrument by performing the following songs with no mistakes:

#63 A Simple Waltz
p.17 (snare)


#71 Donkey Riding p. 18 (snare)

Count the BLUE BELT rhythm out loud

Worksheet:  Score a 100% on the BLUE BELT Musical Terms Test.


Tempo – the speed of the beat


Beat – the steady pulse of music


Staff – the 5 lines and 4 spaces used to place notes


Ledger Lines – Added lines for making the staff bigger


Pitch – the sounds of specific notes


Unison – playing the same notes


Rest – musical silence


Treble Clef or G Clef – used for high sounding pitches


Bass Cleff or F Clef – used for lower sounding pitches


Embouchure – the formation of the lips and mouth for proper tonal production

Purple Belt

Demonstrate proper embouchure, posture, hand position and characteristic tone on your instrument by performing the following songs with no mistakes:

#95 Concert Eb Scale (1st 5 measures) – (mallet)

#78 Skill Builder p.22 (mallet)


#82 Theme from “Orpheus in the Underworld” p. 23 (snare)

Count the PURPLE BELT rhythm out loud

Worksheet:  Score a 100% on the PURPLE BELT Musical Terms Test.

Measure – the space between bar lines


Bar Line – vertical line used to separate staff into measures


Double Bar Line – indicates the end of a section or piece of music


Fermata – hold until the conductor stops


Pick-up Notes – a note(s) played before the first full measure of a song


Time Signature – tells how many counts are in each measure and which note
 receives the beat


Sharp – raises a note a ½ step


Flat – lowers a notes a ½ step


Natural – cancels a sharp or flat


Key Signature – indicates what notes are to be flat, sharp or natural in a song
Brown Belt

Demonstrate proper embouchure, posture, hand position and characteristic tone on your instrument by performing the following songs with no mistakes:

#85 Skill Builder p. 23 (snare)


#91 Boogie Blues p. 24 (mallet)

Count the BROWN BELT rhythm out loud

Worksheet:  Score a 100% on the BROWN BELT Musical Terms Test.

Dynamics – how loud or soft music is played


Pianissimo (pp) – very soft


Piano (p) – soft


Mezzo Piano (mp) – medium soft


Mezzo Forte (mf) – medium loud


Forte (f) – loud


Fortissimo (ff) – very loud


Crescendo – to gradually get louder


Decrescendo – to gradually get softer


Repeat sign – a symbol to tell musicians to repeat a portion of the music

Black Belt

Demonstrate proper embouchure, posture, hand position and characteristic tone on your instrument by performing the following songs with no mistakes:

#89 Concert F Scale (1st 5 measures) –(mallet)


#98 Bella Bimba p.25 (snare)


#104  Alouette p.26 (mallet)

Worksheet:  Score a 100% on the BLACK BELT Musical Terms Test.


Accent (>) – with emphasis


Marcato (^) – heavy and separated


Staccato (.) – light and detached

Tenuto/Legato (-) – smooth and connected


Slur – changing notes without tonguing


Tie – connecting 2 of the same note to add length


Adagio – slow


Andante – a moderate walking tempo


Moderato – moderately


Allegro - fast

